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Clothing for children is divided into five size
classifications-
Infants and Bahies
Toddlers
Children
Girls
Boys
The age ranges in the first three classifications
O\·erlap.
INFANTS AND
BABIES
TODDLERS
CHILDREN
Some toddlers' sizes are larger than the smallest
children's sizes.
The standard sizes recog-
nized by most garment man-
ufacturers are based on rela-
tionship between weight and
height. Other body measure-
ments are also used to help
produce properly propor-
tioned garments within each
size classification .
•
To understand the present
arrangement of size group-
ings, it is important to re-
member that height and
weight are the best guides;
the child's age has very little
bearing on the size that will
fit.
The following chart gives standard measurements
that go with the five classifications according to
size, height, and weight, as set forth by the Com-
mercial Standards recognized by the garment
industrY.
HEIGHT WEIGHT
SIZE INCHES POUNDS
3 months 24 13
6 months 26Jf 18
12 months 29 22
18 months 3lJ2 26
24 months 34 29
36 months 36)2 32
size 1 31 25
size 2* 34 29
size 3* 37 34
size 4* 40 38
size 2* 34 29
size 3*t 37 34
size 4* 40 38
size 5 43 44
size 6 46 49
size 6X 48 54
size 7 50 60
size 8 52 67
size 9 54 75 .
size 10 56 83
size 12 58if 95
size 14 61 107
* Note that the body measurements for toddlers' sizes
2, 3, and 4 are the same as those for children's sizes 2,
3, and 4.
t Sometimes these garments are marked size 3L to
indicate additional length and to distinguish them
from toddlers' size 3.
HEIGHT WEIGHT
SIZE INCHES POUNDS
size 7 48 54
size 8 50 59
size 9 52 65
size 10 54 73
size 11 56 80
size 12 58 87
size 13 59~ 93
size 14 61 100
size 15 62~ 107
size 16 64 115
size 17 65 121
size 18 66 126
size 19 67 132
size 20 68 138
Even after getting a child's correct height and
weight and consulting the standard measurement
chart, you may find that a garment bearing the
indicated size will not fit. There are several reasons
for this:
• Not all manufacturers adhere closely to the
sizing standards.
• A child's body proportions may be non-
standard.
• The style of the garment may be a factor;
many children wear one size in some styles
and a different size in other s·tyles.
The right size for a child is judged by fit and
comfort. If possible, take the child to the store to
tryon garments, otherwise it is best to select
garments that can be taken out on approval.
Before deciding on a garment for a child, check
to make sure that you have a good fit. Here are
some points to consider:
Is the collar low enough in
the front to be comfortable, and
snug enough in the back so that
it will neither ride up nor slip
down? Watch out for gapping or
binding. Either may cause irrita-
tion.
• EXAMINE THE SHOULDERS
They should be wide
enough and roomy enough
for free ann movement
without binding across the
back or chest, yet not so
fully cut that shoulder
seams will not stay in
place.
• EXAMINE THE SLEEVES
Roomy sleeves are preferred.
Tight ones will restrict move-
ment and pull out with the strain.
Cuffs should be slightly loose.
Slight looseness will allow for
growth and longer wear. Elastic
part of the way around will help
the gannent to adjust to growth.
But the elastic should never be
tight enough to cause red marks.
Shirts and blouses should be
long enough to tuck in at the
waist and stay tucked in.
Avoid overlong slacks and
trousers that may cause the
wearer to trip. Look for gen-
erous hems that will permit
lengthening as needed.
• EXAMINE FOR ROOMINESS
If the garment will
be worn over other
cl 0 t h i n gin cold
weather, be sure to
make adequate allow-
ance for this bulk.
On infants' and babies', toddlers', children's,
girls', and boys' basic garments, some manufac-
turers use informative tags like the one below to
make shopping easier:
.~
BUY Size 10
"
16 II
Neck 10 10'" II II'"
"
"", Il l~\IJ ..If
Your Chest 21
" "
26'"
"
,,., 31\' ,l
""Bo, Height ,. .. .. so ..
"
61 .. ..Measures
WeIght ,. ,. .. .. 21
"
100 115 126
This tag corresponds to the standards designated
by the Commodity Standards Division, U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce. If your boy is a size 10 in terms
of the body measurements shown on this tag, you
should buy him a size 10 in all basic garments.
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